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ings of lectures are made avail able”
Sahoo says he is working on a
project for Akshay Cooperative, the
supermarket on campus. | am trying
to make Akshay independent of the
electrical grid through solar ener-
gy, he says. “We have achieved 80
per cent independence.” Itissuch a
structure that has helped BITS create
an innovation ecosystem, which in
rurn has led to the creation of over
7 000 startups, including unicorns
like Swiggy (now a decacorn: $10
billion-plus valuation) and BigBasket
{acquired by Tata).
Implementation: Challenges
and opportunities
The situation at a large multidiscipli-
nary university is quite different from

BITS. For instance, the University of
Delhi—India’s third best multidisci-
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plinary university as per TH E WEEK-
Hansa Research Survey—is responsi-
ble for around 80 colleges and more
than sever lakh students. 50, a visit
to the university, which is celebrating
its centenary, was warranted to un-
derstand the progress made in NEF
implementation.

Prof Yogesh Singh, vice chancellor,
University of Delhi, works outof a
grand office in the historic Vice-
regal Lodge in Delhi. The building
had housed four viceroys—Lord
Hardinge, Lord Chelmsford, Lord
Reading and Lord Irwin—before it
was handed over to the university in
1933.

The vice chancellor says the uni-
versity is now in the implementation
stage of the NEP, “If we do not im-
plement it the way it should be, then
the country will not get the fruits of

the NEP® he says. "Implementation
{s more important than planning and
designing of the NEP. In Delhi Uni-
versity, our four-year undergraduate
curriculum is ready. We will focuson
a multidisciplinary, student-centric
approach.”

Under the NEF, says Singh, stu-
dents who secure admission for the
BSc physics (honours] course, can
also pursue courses like psychology,
based on their interest., “After four
years, if one is able to earn 24 credits
in the psychology stream, then one
can geta major in physics and minor
in psychology,” says Singh, "Many
international universities are practis
ing this, but, for us, it is a new thing,
Another aspect is practice-of iented
teaching and how to do it” Besides
this, there is multiple entry and exit.

He says the university was giving
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1 Symbiosis international (Deemed University)
2 Bharati Vidyapesth (Daemed to be University)
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Morth-Eastemn Hill University
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The English and Foreign Languages University
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§. Satnam Singh Sandhu,
chancelor Chandigrh Univeshy
| believe the
NEP is the
higgest and most
transformational
reformin
‘the sector of
education this
country has seen,
because it touches
all those areas
in the field of
education which
were neglected
before. ftwill
also address key
issues like
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Uiniversity)
Amity University
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Devinder Narain,
director (corporate relation},
Shobhit University

While India’s
education system
has rapidly
expanded over
the past 20 years,
fewer graduates
are coming
out of India’s
higher education
institutions with
employable
skills. Higher
education has to
be outcome-based
and industry
relevant. The
NEP will be a
game-changer, if
implemented the
way it is projected.



